CHAPTER XVII

THE HAVEN UNDER THE HILL

time which elapsed between our first meeting
A at Stoke Poges and our marriage was short but
eventful    I acted at the Coliseum in a sketch by Barne,
"Seven Women," and I played the leading part in
London m ZangwilPs "Too Much Money," but the
roles which my scientist played during this period were
so varied as quite to bewilder me When I met him first
he was a Controller in the Food Production Department,
a temporary war post    His permanent occupation was
that of Director of the Royal Horticultural Society's
Gardens at Wisley    The war was over, and the question
which vexed his mind was, should he go back to the
sylvan retreat of Wisley and cultivate his or rather the
Society's Garden, or should he remain as long as they
would have him helping to organise small cultivation
in England?  We used to pay occasional visits to the
Gardens at Wisley   Their loveliness and peacefulness
allured us   Yes1 we would settle down there, and there
we would end our days    Then suddenly my Controller
became an Assistant Secretary at the Ministry of
Agriculture    Peaceful Wisley faded out of the picture
and Whitehall Place appeared m its stead   But those
post-war days were curious days    Hopes raised high
during the war were beginning to fade as Wisley had
faded    The hopes of helping to build a new world
well ordered and well directed were dying of the lassitude
which the war had left    Everybody wanted peace
There had been great scope for energy and initiative
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